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Photo by Jackie: A great turnout for the Buxton weekend away October 2017. 

 

Walks Programme. 

Our group has had another very successful Winter season, with a full programme of walks offered 

which continue to be very well attended. Since October we have been counting the number of 

people on each walk to send to the Area Council. From Oct 17 to Feb 18 we averaged 24 people 

per walk, an excellent turnout. Many thanks to Ruth for collecting the numbers. We have also been 

able to offer alternative shorter walks on many Sundays, and our thanks go to Del, Ray and some 

others for doing this, their efforts have been much appreciated.  

 

We’ve continued to welcome a steady stream of new members, who have offset those who have 

left the group for various reasons, and our membership at time of writing has remained about 150. 

 

In October we had a very well attended weekend away at Buxton, 46 people joining leaders Jane, 

Jeff, Judy and Mike. The weather was kind and we enjoyed two stunning walks along Stanage 

Edge and Dovedale, with Del offering a shortened version of the Sunday walk.  

The turnout was so large that we had to split the evening meals between two restaurants, but 

afterwards some members regrouped to enjoy the nightlife, which was more eventful than we 

anticipated in genteel Buxton. Many thanks to all the leaders for a great weekend. 
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Enjoying the social life in Buxton, 3 pints photo by Ruth. 

In November Kevin led his first walk for us from the Taff Bargoed Country Park. Thanks go to 

Kevin as more leaders help to spread the load and bring in fresh walks and ideas. Fortunately 

several new leaders came forward at the February walks Planning Meeting, and so thanks go to 

Jen, Muriel and Marian, Claire, Mary, Christine and Mike, Karen and Gareth. Any members willing 

to lead walks for the first time should contact Jean Bispham, our Walks Secretary. Existing leaders 

will be only too pleased to offer advice and assist in preparing and recceing a walk etc.  

 

There is a useful walk leaders checklist available on the Ramblers UK website, which may be 

helpful to all leaders, but especially new ones, and it can be found at:  

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/support-and-development/volunteer-toolkits-

alphabetically-sorted/walk-leader-toolkit.aspx 

You may have to log in to the site to access this, and if the link doesn’t work you can find it in the 

Volunteer Zone on the website. For information Del is also running a map reading and navigation 

skills session on 29th April, which is in the existing programme, and may be useful for new and 

existing leaders who want to brush up on their skills. 

 

We’ve also enjoyed some snowy walks this winter, starting with a memorable one in the forest 

above Glyncorrwg led by Jackie and Shân on December 17. More recently after the big snow in 

the Vale in March Bill Fitzpatrick led us around Dyffryn Gardens where some of the lanes were still 

full of snowdrifts, and much fun was had by all. 

         

Photos by Mike and Jackie: Glyncorrwg Forest and Dyffryn fun in the snow 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/support-and-development/volunteer-toolkits-alphabetically-sorted/walk-leader-toolkit.aspx
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/support-and-development/volunteer-toolkits-alphabetically-sorted/walk-leader-toolkit.aspx
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 The Summer 2018 Walks Programme 

This is now printed and copies will be handed out on walks. The remainder will be hand delivered 

or posted, so all should be received within a few weeks. Of course it will also be available on our 

website, along with walk blogs, pictures and more detail of imminent walks. The adverts from 

Ramblers Holidays and HF Holidays cover the print costs. 

Many thanks to Jean, our Walks Secretary, for again pulling all the walks offered into one coherent 

programme. Also to Jane and Jeff for updating our website, Jackie, Gwenda and many other 

contributors for adding post walk pictures and descriptions to Facebook and Twitter, and Mary 

Tornabene for uploading our walks to the National Ramblers website so other Ramblers can look 

up our walks and join us. All these outlets help to attract new members. 

The summer programme has a great selection of walks to suit all abilities, some local and others 

more distant. We again hope to run easier alternatives whenever there is a hard Sunday walk, and 

Del and Ray have kindly offered several easier walks on these days. Details of alternative shorter 

walks will be circulated by e-mail the week before as usual. 

 Wednesday evening walks – these kick off with the traditional Cowbridge circular walk led 

by Ian on 18th April. 

 

Photo by Mike H: Wednesday evening walkers above Llantrisant Forest 

 Weekends Away – the next weekend away is in Lynton, Devon, from 18th May, and is 

already well supported. Anyone wishing to go who has not already booked should contact 

Ray Morgan, as in the programme.  

 The October weekend away will be in Kirkby Lonsdale in Cumbria from 26th October, 

organised by Yvonne, Gwion, Jeff and Jane. The date is in the programme and further 

details will be circulated nearer the time. 
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AGM 

Our AGM was held in the Duke of Wellington pub in Cowbridge on November 10th and was well 

attended. Fortunately Mike Carey was well enough to chair the meeting and we were all very 

pleased to see him. The committee were all happy to stand again so were all re-elected and there 

were no changes of officers. Ray, Jackie and Gwion ran a short quiz, which was much appreciated 

and was a great way to finish the evening. 

Mike H informed the AGM that he was planning to send out the weekly email circulations via 

Google Groups, as this enabled the number of people circulated to rise above 100, to keep pace 

with the growing number of people on the list. This has now happened and after initial teething 

troubles seems to be working well. 

 

Social Events 

 The Christmas Drinks evening was held in The Bear, Cowbridge, in December and was well 

supported. 

 Our Winter Meal was held in January at the Victoria Inn in Sigingstone and 40 people enjoyed 

the night out. Many thanks to Ruth for organising us again. 

 This summer we are trying something different as John Duxbury has offered to host an 

afternoon barbeque on Saturday June 2nd. Numbers will be limited for obvious reasons and 

details will be circulated nearer the time. Thanks to John for putting this forward. 

 

A very wet walk from Cymmer Jan 18 – Peter demonstrates how to wear the latest fashion in 

walking clothing, photo by Jackie. 

 

MH March 18 


